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AUSTRIA  

Rennweg am Katschberg 

Rennweg with its 25 small townships is located on the hilly border of Carinthia and Salzburg, 

with an elevation between 1200 m and 3000 m above sea level. The village offers a great 

standard of living with well developed infrastructure and an impressive surrounding 

landscape. 

The 2000 inhabitants appreciate and support the natural landscape in its great variety by 

integrating measures for environmental education: the flora and fauna of the Pöllatal with 

the water education trail, the well known skiing resort Katschberg as well as the agricultural 

landscape around the village. It is an aim to integrate gentle tourism into the natural 

environment and without disturbing its biodiversity and on the other hand to allow tourism 

in the alpine region. 

Apart from that Rennweg has the image of being a village of flowers: and you can find 

generous seasonal and permanent planting in a very good quality in every part of the village. 

Visitors are very welcome there and are offered a great variety of accommodation: camping 

sites next to 5-stars-hotels, bed and breakfast next to high-class-wellness-resorts. 

 

Nevertheless Rennweg is an outstanding example of a village that offers a high-levelled 

quality of life for the inhabitants in every part of life: jobs, social infrastructure, sports and 

leisure facilities and education. Rennweg is preserving nature and tradition for a greater 

tomorrow and the jury are very pleased to award a  

GOLD MEDAL 

Neusiedl am See 

Neusiedl am See is an ambitious town of 7030 inhabitants in Burgenland, the youngest 

province of Austria at the border to Hungary. The main aim of the town is to connect nature 

and environmental protection with summer tourism. Cycling plays an important role not only 
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for tourists, but also programmes for the inhabitants, like the project “bike line”, have been 

developed. 

The “Natura 2000”-Area Neusiedler See is also a Unesco World Heritage site, and offers a 

great variety of possibilities to experience nature. Inhabitants and tourists can explore the 

biodiversity in different locations: the Tabor ruin, the Calvarian Hill, the biocorridors and the 

protected areas around the lake. 

Neusiedl also provides a lot of seasonal planting which gives the town the appearance to be 

colourful and exhilarating. 

The town has developed several plans and projects for the future, for example the town 

harbour which connects lake and town centre shall be built. So the use of motorised traffic to 

get to the lake can be reduced or even avoided. 

The jury can see that the inhabitants of Neusiedl believe that they live where others spend 

their holidays, and are pleased to award a 

SILVER MEDAL 

BELGIUM 

Ath 

The town of Ath has a rich history and presents a lovely market square and many historic 

buildings in its centre. The lovely old streets and many floral displays, with much planting of 

new trees in the town makes it a pleasure to live in and to visit. The town and its immediate 

surrounding of 18 villages prides itself with the title of the agricultural capital of Belgium for 

2011,  and the rural nature of the landscape surrounding the town and villages give them 

their very particular character. 

 

The town of Ath is also famous for its giants, and on the fourth weekend of August the whole 

town and many visitors celebrate the “Ducasse” festivities in the towns historic centre. This 

medieval tradition has become a focus for all year round effort, and the giant processions, 

and floats parading round the historic streets give a wonderful carnival atmosphere as 

everyone takes part. 

The jury appreciated all that is being done to improve the living quality of the town and 

villages, and are plerased to award a  

SILVER MEDAL     



 

 

Veurne 

Veurne is a pleasant small town in the West of Belgium, only 4 miles away from the seaside 

and from the French border. It is an important hinge point between the bathing resorts of 

the west coast, and the countryside, with its typical green landscape and remarkable village 

churches. Veurne is a historic town with lots of protected monuments, and an elaborate 

religious heritage, with exhibitions and art galleries. 

The open polder landscape consists of vast areas of unspoiled nature and a network of small 

canals and brooks with a wide range of rural cycling paths and quiet walking trails. 

As the capital of a very rich and fertile area the town offers a great variety of outdoor cafés, 

cosy restaurants and quality shops and guarantees the visitors a pleasant stay in Veurne. 

The jury are very pleased to award Veurne a   

GOLD MEDAL 

 

CROATIA 

Varazdin 

 Varaždin, is also known as the “baroque capital“of Croatia, and is situated in the northwest of the 

country, close to Slovenian and Hungarian borders. The historic centre is one of the most important 

and preserved areas of baroque-rococo urban architecture in the region and is protected as a 

historical monument. Integral parts of its value are the green areas, gardens and parks. Varaždin’s 

ancient cemetery, which is protected as a monument of natural history, is considered to be one of the 

most beautiful examples of horticultural architecture in Croatia and broader region.  

The communal standard of Varaždin is very high. The municipality takes great care in the preservation 

of the air quality and garbage disposal. The streets and parks are clean and litter-free; with “green 

oasis” also being developed. The river Drava, which runs close to the city, is one of its major assets.  

Varaždin is increasingly becoming an important tourist destination. And in recognition of the care of 

its surroundings, and the investment in the renovation of the city centre, the national tourist board of 

Croatia has awarded Varazdin the title of  -  “the Green flower of Croatia” for the last 9 consecutive  

years. The jury are therefore very pleased to award Varazdin a  

SILVER MEDAL 

 



 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Smržice  

Smržice is a village situated in a fertile region of Central Moravia  which is in the eastern part 

of the Czech Republic. The village lies in the area known as Hornomoravský úval, the Upper 

Moravian Valley. Smržice and its surroundings possess mainly an agricultural character, but 

large meadows or forests can also be found nearby in the area of Velký Kosíř (Great Kosíř). 

Smržice is the largest and oldest village in Prostějov district, with 1650 inhabitants and 600 

houses, its first written record being in 1131. Present-day Smržice could be considered as  a 

very active, progressive and dynamically developing village. Associations based in Smržice 

contribute to a broad range of rich social and sporting activities, including the maintenance 

of the environment. There are also six successful private companies in the area focusing on 

agriculture and the environment.  

During last twenty years enormous progress has been made in the area of development of 

village infrastructure, especially in relationship to the quality of environment, protection and 

conservation of landscape and nature. This has included new public green areas, parks, 

recreation places, playgrounds for children, and a large sporting center with cultural facilities 

such as a restaurant, internet cafeteria, culture hall, and fitness center. Cycling routes, bio-

corridors, and tree lined fields are also provided. There is also a well organized management 

network focusing on the maintenance, protection and development of the environment and 

green areas.  

The jury are therefore very pleased to award Smrzice a   

SILVER MEDAL 

Broumov 

Broumov is one of the most beautiful places you can go to in Bohemia, and once visited you 

will happily want to keep coming back. It can be found in the Eastern part of Bohemia, by the 

Polish border.  It is located 395 metres above the sea level and has approximately 8000 

inhabitants. Everywhere you go, the history of the town is obvious and cannot be 

overlooked. There is much to find and explore, with the historic character of the town 



influenced by, firstly the Brevnov Benedictine order, and then later by the develoment of the 

textile industry.  

For more than 7 centuries, the town of Broumov, with the river Stenava runnung through it, 

has been a very important centre. The region Broumovsko is then bounded by the border 

peaks of Javori Mountains and by the edge of the sand-stone Broumov Walls. Here, 

exceptional beauty and untouched nature is united with many cultural monuments and 

places enriched by cultural history.  All this together with hidden charm attracts visitors to 

this diverse town and region, the whole of the Broumov region was declared to bev the 

Protected Landscape Area of Broumovsko in 1991. 

The jury are very pleased to award Broumow a  

SILVER MEDAL 

GERMANY  

Wiesenburg 

The village of Wiesenburg lies at the edge of extensive forest areas about 100 km south of 

Berlin. The scenic landscape offers excellent conditions for walking and recreational tourism. 

The highlight in the village poses the castle garden, which has been fondly looked after by 

the people of Wiesenburg. The historic buildings are cautiously maintained including the 

application of new uses. Several associations and clubs are active members of the 

community, in particular those projects interacting with nature and the arts. 

Wiesenburg is a liveable and adorable village in the especially appealing landscape of the 

Hohen Fläming, and the jury are very pleased to award Wiesenburg a  

SILVER MEDAL 

Bad Langensalza 

Bad Langensalza, is a pretty blooming town in the heart of Germany, situated at the National 

Park of Hainich, which was recently declared as an UNESCO National Heritage Site. It has 

developed dynamically over the last 20 years into a spa and rose town.. More than 12 

different gardens have been developed within intra- urban brownfields and form, beside the 

historic wall, the green spine of the town. 

The reconstruction of the medieval town centre is especially impressive, and the active 

engagement of the citizens and associations is everywhere. Bad Langensalza is clearly one of 



the most blooming towns in Germany, and the jury are very pleased to award Bad 

Langensalza a 

GOLD MEDAL 

HUNGARY  

Paloznak 

Paloznak is situated on the northern shore of Lake Balaton , at the southern foot of the 

Bakony Hills. The centre of the village with its houses covered with thatched roofs around  

the church hill, has preserved its structural characteristics of the Balaton Uplands. In 1998 

Paloznak won the Hild Prize, and in 2007 a village restoration prize. On the hill side, old 

vineyards show the traditional character of the region, although  old cellars and new holiday 

houses exist side by side.  

The aim of the village is to enhance the environment and green areas by using traditional 

methods, and inhabitants are encouraged to use traditional building materials and plants 

characteristic to the Balaton Uplands flora. Each year community planting is organized and in 

the  “Flowered Paloznak” movement a professional jury evaluates the gardens several times 

during the year. 

Traditional wine cultivation is also very important for the village, and a wine path has been 

created,  visiting old cellars where tourists can also taste the best wines from Paloznak. 

In spite of the growing number of inhabitants, the village preserves its familiar, intimate 

atmosphere and quietness. And the recent development of the millenium park, the church 

yard and the main square makes the village even more attractive. Guests are welcome by the 

village community in the summer season and also the winter programme of activities. 

The jury are very pleased to award Paloznak a  

SILVER MEDAL 

Balatonfüred  

Located in Western Hungary, Balatonfüred lays by Central Europe’s largest lake, Balaton. The 

town is an international grape and wine centre. But its reputation is based also on its 

sparkling spring water and Mediterranean-like climate, in addition to its proximity to the 

lake. 

The town’s development began in the 1800s, during the reform ages. It was a meeting point 

for progressive politicians and artists, and historic eighteenth century buildings still define 



the town’s appearance today The imposing State Hospital for Cardiology has helped many 

cardiovascular patients regain their health. And the Anna Ball, annual wine festival and the 

annual  blue ribbon sailing races are the most prominent events in town.  

 

The City has had an extensive development programme which is on-going, and which has  

yielded wonderful results, including the tasteful renovation of the reform era city centre, the 

rebuilding of Balaton shore promenades, the beaches, and the centre of the Arács district. 

Now, modern hotels, excellent restaurants and well-equipped beaches, marinas, parks, 

promenades and the beautiful Lake Balaton all await visitors. 

The jury are very pleased to award Balatonfüred a  

GOLD MEDAL 

IRELAND  

Coolagown 

The small village of Coolagowan situated 8 km east of Fermoy town in the County of Cork is 

one of Ireland’s most beautiful villages. Its rural setting in a fertile part of the county 

overlooks the Blackwater Valley to the north and the Bride Valley to the south.  The village 

has an active community and is one of Ireland’s leading scorers in the national Tidy Towns 

Competition.  Its strength lies in the commitment of its active community to work 

beneficially in partnership with statutory and voluntary agencies. The village itself is 

renowned for its colour,  lay out and environmental beauty. It is a village proud of its heritage 

and strives to maintain the rural traditions of the area. It is also recognised as an area of rich 

farming production with a distinction for equine excellence.   

The jury are very pleased to award Coolagown a  

GOLD MEDAL 

Drogheda  

The town of Drogheda is situated on the east coast of Ireland forty minutes north of Dublin 

City. It is one of Ireland’s most historic towns with a Character dating back to 1194 from the 

Norman King John. It has a chequered history, the most notable event being the siege of 

Oliver Cromwell in 1649 when the Irish Chieftains surrendered to the English King.   

To day the town is a flourishing commercial centre with an abundance of educational, 

cultural and sporting entities. It is also one of Ireland’s listed Heritage Towns. A consistent 



high scorer in Irelands Tidy Towns Competition Drogheda has a vibrant and active 

community involved in all aspects of environmental enhancement. The majestic River Boyne 

which runs through the town is a special feature of the town’s plans and offers a variety of 

leisure and amenity facilities. Most of all it is a town that extends a hundred thousands 

welcomes to all its visitors. 

The jury are very pleased to award Drogheda a  

SILVER MEDAL 

ITALY 

Transacqua 

 is one of 8 villages in the Valley of Primiero which is surrounded by the Dolomites Natural 

Park, Paneveggio Pale di San Martino; a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Monuments and 

buildings date back to medieval and renaissance times and are intermixed with modern 

architecture and a local mining museum that recalls an important part of the past. There are 

vast flowered gardens (14 different species of roses), green areas as well as  private and 

educational vegetable gardens for children. 

In conjunction with other councils, a wide array of local public facilities and services are 

provided, including schools, a medical centre, the voluntary fire brigade, police, disabled and 

elderly facilities, sports facilities, environmental information kiosks, farmer assistance office, 

youth centre, and a state of the art road network.   

Commitment to the environment is expressed in 80% recycling of local urban waste, the use 

of low consumption public lighting and an online energy management database – 

Energybook. An “Oil Free Zone” project provided self-sufficiency in the production of electric 

power from 7 hydro-power stations producing about 500 GW / year, of which over 80% is 

exported deriving vital income, and the wood chip district heating facility covers heating and 

hot water requirements. 

Other economic activities include hotels, restaurants, artisan activities, traditional crafts and 

alpine agriculture that produce Slow Food certified products such as cheese (Puzzone of 

Primiero, Tosèla of Primiero) and butter (Botìro of Primiero).  

The jury are very pleased to award Transacqua a  

SILVER MEDAL 

Grado 



The Island of Grado, located between Trieste and Venice, is an outstanding tourist city with a 

unique natural environment.  The lagoon, the very essence of Grado, reaches nearly 90 

square miles and is famous and ecologically important due to its unique water based 

environment. Many islands and islets of lush vegetation, fishing ponds, canals and rivers 

draw around Grado a picturesque scene where nature can be observed at its best. The old 

town itself is full of history boasting lovely narrow streets, squares, old churches and roman 

ruins.  

Developed as a modern tourist city since the Austro-Hungarian Empire period, Grado can still 

preserve the traditions of an ancient fishing town. Now, waiting for visitors can be found  

modern hotels, camping grounds, tourist ports, a wide pedestrian area, modern spa and 

water parks, sea food restaurants, many sport possibilities, and several kilometres of 

beautiful sandy beaches, all surrounded by parks, gardens and Mediterranean flowerbeds.  

The jury are very pleased to award Grado a  

GOLD MEDAL 

THE NETHERLANDS  

Deventer  

Deventer, the old Hanze town along the banks of the River IJssel, has developed into a surprisingly 

green city. The town is an example of how the landscape can be integrated in a harmonious manner 

with the town, how nature and culture can be excellent companions. The town is veined with water 

and high-quality greenery. The citizens are seriously committed to their greenery and nature and 

environment education is at the highest level. This green gem really offers the municipality and its 

citizens “The quality of life” 

The jury are very pleased to award Deventer a  

GOLD MEDAL 

Elburg  

The fortress Elburg is one of the best preserved little old Dutch towns with beautiful green ramparts. 

The city, a classic medieval design, contains many valuable buildings, national monuments and unique 

museums. 

The rural surroundings of Elburg are characterized by a wide variety of nice landscapes, with valuable 

nature, excellent estates and many recreation supplies for the citizens and tourists. Together with the 

citizens and organisations, Elburg has managed to create an excellent environment for living, housing, 

working and recreation. 



On the basis of their findings, the jury are very pleased to award Elburg a  

SILVER MEDAL 

 

UNITED KINGDOM  

Tameside 

Tameside is located in the North West of England, between the City of Manchester, and the 

Peak District National Park. It was created as a Metropolitan Borough in 1974, and brings 

together nine towns with a total population of approximately 216, 000 inhabitants. 

Environments in Tameside range from densely populated towns which developed during the 

industrial revolution, to rural villages surrounded by open moorland. Approximately 46% of 

the Borough's total area is countryside which is rich in heritage and wildlife. The area 

includes historic market towns, the valleys of 3 rivers, the Tame, Medlock and Etherow, a 

historic canal network and industrial heritage areas as well as 3 country parks and 4 nature 

reserves. 

Tameside has a wonderful heritage of Industrial history, a Moravian settlement, leisure use of 

the canals, and traditional parks which are used to the full, with top quality floral displays, 

play and leisure provision. The whole population are encouraged  into partnership with the 

Municipality to fully engage in improving their way of life. Progressive programmes of new 

development such as the new tramway, and restoration of Stamford Park, and the siting of a 

regional IKEA store show the Borough's commitment, and the Tameside in Bloom Family 

bring together a host of voluntary and neighbourhood groups improving local environments 

through horticultural activity. 

With the Park Bridge Visitor Centre on a reclaimed Iron Works, but now an interpretation 

centre for heritage and wildlife, the excellent Canon Burrows primary school, a first class 

example of environmental education, and the wonderful Park Cafe at Hyde Park, helping 

people with learning disabilities, the jury are very pleased to award Tameside a  

 

SILVER MEDAL 

 

Now, last but by no means least, we have two more special prizes to be awarded this 

evening. The first is the Dr. Lucija Cikes Award. This is an award which originated from 



Croatia, and I would like to invite Mr Voljo Plestina, the National President of Entente Florale 

Croatia to come to the stage to present this award. 

Dr. Lucija Cikes Award 

This award was founded for settlements, groups or projects, which help the disabled and 

handicapped to become better integrated within the community.  

„Most people are searching for happiness.  

They*re looking for it.  

They*re trying to find it in someone or something outside of themselves. That*s 

fundamental mistake.  

Happiness is something that you are, and it comes from the way you think.  

(WAYNE DYER) 

 People with special needs are a part of us, so let us give them a chance to enjoy life in an 

equal quality as we do.  

Every day the eager employees of the Hyde Park  café in Tameside  are serving the public 

and showing an example for cooperation.  For their commitment, involvement, and amazing 

results  the European jury awards them with this special prize – the Dr. Lucija Cikes  award. 

 

Now as you all might know, 2011 is the year of volunteers around Europe, for this reason 

the Entente Florale Europe competition also decided to dedicate a prize for the community, 

where the jury has experienced most volunteers.  

The special prize acknowledges the effort of the inhabitants of this particular village were 

making in order to prepare, and take part in, the competition.  

The special prize for for Outstanding Community Participation. in 2011 goes to  

Transacqua  

 


