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School Grounds - Thematic Prize
Sponsored by SAP Landscapes Ltd., Ireland

The focus of this award is to encourage school authorities, school communities and individual students to design, create, and maintain school grounds and gardens in a sustainable way to enhances biodiversity, support climate awareness, and promote wellbeing, learning, and community engagement within the school environment. 
Participation in the award scheme is optional and therefore, it is not necessary to submit an entry form.  However, participants must declare their intention to apply and discuss it during the jury visit on the day of the evaluation, and if desirable, they may provide a short submission of max one A4 page with the main elements or facts of the project. Before and after pictures can be used to highlight the impact of improvement works.
The school environmental enhancement scheme or educational project or garden may include the following:
· Pollinator-friendly plants (trees, shrubs, herbs, flowers)
· Wildlife habitats (bug hotels, bird boxes, hedgehog shelters)
· Wild or naturalised areas.
· Cultivation of trees or shrubs that support local wildlife.
· Provision of Children’s play and/or sports facilities.
· Cultivation of food or medicinal plants.
· No use of chemicals such as pesticides or artificial fertilisers
· Water conservation measures (e.g. rainwater harvesting, mulching)
· Incorporate reuse or recycled materials, where appropriate
· Soil health and composting
· Seasonal growing and food sustainability
If pupils and students were involved in the planning of the school grounds or the school garden, or implementing elements or in maintenance operations, that information should be made known to the adjudicators.
The following criteria will be part of the guidelines for assessment by adjudicators. Environmental sustainability, Biodiversity value, Student involvement & learning, Creativity & Design, and long-term viability.
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